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Terminating Cover Crops - What's Your Plan?
Abstract
Take time now to get a plan in place for terminating a cover crop. Whether termination will be done with a
herbicide, rolling/crimping, or tillage, it is important to know not just the advantages, but also the limitations
with a termination method. Regardless of termination choice, it is important to have a plan in place to
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Tillage is an option but may fit better into some operations than others. Multiple tillage
passes may be necessary to terminate the cover crop, which can negate the benefits the
cover crop is providing to soil health and could result in erosion. Some species, like
clovers, will be more difficult to manage with tillage alone.
Regardless of termination choice, it is important to have a plan in place to minimize
problems this spring. Following cover crop termination, be sure to check fields for
regrowth or skipped areas that need further attention. This will allow for a successful
cover crop termination, and, hopefully, a successful cropping season this summer.
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